Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 04631 132008Z 

66 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /026 W 

055936 

R 131638Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3770 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 4631 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : PORTUGUESE ARMY GENERALS 
REF: (A) LISBON 4422; (B) STATE 187990 

STATEMENT IN LISBON 4422 STATING MAGALHAES AND COSTA GOMES ARE 
ONLY REMAINING GENERALS IN THE PORTUGUESE ARMY WHO HELD THAT 
RANK PRIOR TO APRIL, 1974 REVOLUTION IS INCORRECT. STATEMENT 
WAS BASED ON IDENTICAL INFORMATION FROM THREE SOURCES. IN FACT, 
OF THE 25 THREE AND FOUR-STAR GENERALS IN THE PORTUGUESE ARMY 
TODAY, 15 WERE FLAG RANK BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. (5 WERE THREE- 
STAR; 10 WERE BRIGADIER). (OF THE 26 CURRENT BRIGADIERS. 12 
HELD THE RANK BEFORE THE 25TH OF APRIL.) WORTHY OF NOTE. HOW- 
EVER. IS FACT THAT OF THE THREE AND FOUR-STAR GENERALS WHO WERE 
BRIGADIERS OR HIGHER BEFORE THE REVOLUTION, ONLY MAGALHAES CAN 
BE CONSIDERED AS HAVING A MAJOR TROOP COMMAND TODAY. GENERAL 
ERNESTO MACEDO IS ARMY COMMANDER IN ANGOLA, BUT IS UNDER HIGH 
COMMISSIONER GENERAL CARDOSO. ALL OTHER THREE AND FOUR-STAR 
GENERALS (WHO WERE FLAG RANK BEFORE THE REVOLUTION) NOW HOLD 
DOWN STAFF ASSIGNMENTS - MOST OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE. 
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